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No. 13(1)/2010/PAD-PR                                                              June 17, 2010
PRESS RELEASE  NO. 13/2010

Recently certain sections of media (both print and electronic) have reported about a certain number of BARC employees dying due to cancer during last 15 years. These reports are based on the reply given by BARC to a RTI query. Although the reports are based on the data provided by BARC, they have unfortunately been presented without scientific and statistical analysis and also without comparing the data with the data for general populations   in Mumbai, Maharashtra, India and world over. It may also be noted that the data provided under the RTI includes serving employees along with retired employees who continue to remain beneficiaries of our Contributory Health Service Scheme.


BARC had conducted a combined study of cancer risks among the serving employees of the Department of Atomic Energy located in Mumbai, Tarapur, Hyderabad, Kalpakkam and Alwaye, in the 90’s.  In these studies, the authors collected data on age, sex and site specific cancer deaths as well as age specific information on the number of workers of the above units.  The mean duration of the study was about 18 years consisting of an average study population of 17,590 (A total database of 3,16,620 Person-years). A total of 81 cancer deaths were recorded in the study.  This data was compared with the cancer death rates observed in general populations based on the data reported by Bombay cancer registry (1990-96). The crude cancer death rate for the same age-group (20-59 Y) for the general population is about 30.0 per year per 100,000 persons whereas the crude death rate for the atomic energy population was 26 per year per 100,000 persons, which is lower than that in general populations. This showed that cancer risks faced by DAE employees are no higher than that faced by the general populations which are largely related to life-style, hereditary and various other environmental factors.  

Continued efforts are being made to update the analysis upto the current period. The status of cancer risks among the serving employees in BARC for the period between 1995-2009 appears to be similar to the earlier findings; the rates of occurrence are similar to that found in general populations. These results will be subjected to further careful analysis and will be published in the near future. 

On the whole, the studies clearly indicate that the cancer mortality rates among employees of the department of atomic energy appear to be no different from that among general populations. There are statistical variations in the occurrence of cancer among populations and the rates appear to fluctuate at times from year to year.  This has also been the scenario in the international radiation worker studies and the difficulties in detecting extra cancers among radiation workers is well documented.  Given the weak carcinogenic nature of radiation and the fact that the current radiation safety and protection practices result in very small exposures to worker populations, it is extremely difficult to detect any excess radiation-attributable cancers in the nuclear industry, let alone observe alarming rates. 


The entire media is requested to bring out above information with right perspective through their esteemed journal/channel.
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P.S.
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