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No.13(1)/2010/PAD-PR



                    April 12, 2010
PRESS RELEASE NO. 08/2010


This refers to some news items that appeared in a section of media today about the visit of two foreign journalists to BARC in March, 2010 and that they had photographed without permission. This news item is not based on facts. It is true that two journalists from NHK, Japan (the sole public broadcaster of Japan) visited BARC  on March 3 & 4, 2010. They interviewed Dr. S. Banerjee, Chairman, AEC & Secretary, Department of Atomic Energy and Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, Mumbai. They were also permitted to take video/pictures of DHRUVA & CIRUS research reactors as well as a few facilities related to societal applications of atomic energy in areas like agriculture, food processing, desalination etc. As a standard practice, all through, the journalists’ team was escorted by a senior Scientific Officer and Security Officers of BARC.


In fact, the formal permission for the visit and photography/videography of a few facilities by the journalists was granted by the Department of Atomic Energy almost a year ago in July, 2009. It is inappropriate to state that the above journalists were allowed to visit and carry out photography/videography without permission.


This is to reiterate that while permitting the above mentioned foreign journalists to BARC premises no rules have been overlooked. The media is requested not to unnecessarily sensationalise this issue.
(S. K.Malhotra)
Swapnesh Kumar Malhotra  


Head, Public Awareness Division
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